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STELLINGEN 
 Behorende bij het proefschrift 
Words and Laments: A Narratological Analysis of Esmāʻil Fasih’s War Novel, The Winter of 
1983 (Zemestān-e 62) 
By  
Saeedeh Shahnahpur 
 
1. Among the Persian war novels, Esmāʻil Fasih’s The Winter of 1983 is significant, as it 
explores themes such as the ‘war of the cities,’ and role of the middle class, which are 
ignored by other contemporary authors.  
2. The Winter of 1983 can be re-categorized as a novel with moderate outlook on the war, 
since it focuses on both the positive and negative outcomes of the conflict, which were 
highlighted in wartime Iran. 
3. All characters in The Winter of 1983 are chosen from different walks of life, with each 
of them representing a specific section of society and ideology.  
4. Fasih uses war as the setting of his The Winter of 1983 to address the Islamic-mystical 
concept of a man’s spiritual transformation.  
5. Fasih does not interpret the Iran-Iraq War, but mainly describes the social and political 
impacts of the war within Iranian society.  
6. The Iranian wartime novels address the war and its related aspects distinctly from 
those written during the hostilities. 
7. Many writers in post-war period used The Winter of 1983 as a model to condemn war.   
8. Writers and poets play an instrumental role in encouraging people to participate in a 
war.  
9. War fiction is a means to understand essential traits of a culture.   
10.  A considerable number of English translations of Iranian war fiction in the recent 
years has led this genre to be recognized as world literature.  
11. As war is a national trauma, scholars should have unbiased opinions in writing about 
this subject.   
12. It is not naïve to make war literature part of the curriculum of all teaching institutions 
to avoid war.  
 
